
“His life as a priest was short, 
but it was full.  He crowded 
into six years the experience 
and the accomplishments of 
a lifetime.  He did not build 
churches or schools.  His 
memorial is more intangible, 
but more lasting – the 
salvaged souls of the men 
whom he led safely through 
the Valley of the Shadow.  
He did not grow old in the 
service of the church, but he 
served her better than most 
of us can ever hope to do.”

-Father Gerard Frey

“Come see how a priest dies in battle, 

but he dies not!”

“This book faithfully captures the essential aspects of the character 

of Father J. Verbis Lafleur, an exceptional member of the greatest 

generation.  Readers will be inspired by his unselfish dedication to 

his three loves:  God, country, and those committed to his care.”

Most Reverend Michael Jarrell
Bishop of Lafayette

“Reading about Father Lafleur is reading about the life of a 

saint.  His pastoral and saintly ministry, during ordinary and 

extraordinary circumstances is so inspirational.  Only a saint 

could minister so effectively during those oppressive times”

Most Reverend William J. Dendinger

Bishop of Grand Island, Nebraska

Chaplain, Major General (Retired)

Chief of the Air Force Chaplain Service

“The story of Father J. Verbis Lafleur, priest and military 

chaplain, is poignantly told.  He was an ordinary priest with 

extraordinary courage who, as a prisoner of war, ministered 

to the spiritual, emotional and despairing feelings of 

fellow prisoners under the most inhumane conditions.  He 

died not only as a hero, but as a priest who served others 

compassionately to the very end.”
Most Reverend Joseph A. Fiorenza

Archbishop Emeritus, Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

“Lieutenant Colonel Peter J. Guerra has done an outstanding 

work in bringing before us the work of such an outstanding 

priest, Father J. Verbis Lafleur, a priest of the diocese of 

Lafayette, Louisiana.  The author keeps alive the memory 

of such a heroic man and also reminds us all about the 

devastation and cruelty of any war.  Lieutenant 

Colonel Guerra is skilled in bringing forth the facts 

in a fascinating fashion.”
Most Reverend Harry J. Flynn

Archbishop Emeritus, Archdiocese of 

Saint Paul and Minneapolis
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“Come See How a Priest Dies in Battle...”

But He Dies Not
The Life, Faith, and Sacrifice of 

Father Joseph Verbis Lafleur
Priest - Military Chaplain

by Peter J. Guerra & Suzanne Doré Guerra

A great American Hero and a true Son of Acadiana
More Info at www.FatherLafleur.org   •   See Back for Ordering Information



But He Dies Not
The Life, Faith, and Sacrifice of 

Father Joseph Verbis Lafleur
Priest - Military Chaplain

by Peter J. Guerra & Suzanne Doré Guerra

“The story of Father J. Verbis Lafleur, priest and military chaplain, is poignantly told.  He was an ordinary priest with 
extraordinary courage who, as a prisoner of war, ministered to the spiritual, emotional and despairing feelings of 
fellow prisoners under the most inhumane conditions.  He died not only as a hero, but as a priest who served others 
compassionately to the very end.”

Most Reverend Joseph A. Fiorenza
Archbishop Emeritus, Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

“In a time when so many, both within the Church and society, are searching for role models, the life and death of 
Father Verbis Lafleur provides a splendid example of courageous faith and heroic civic virtues.  No doubt all who 
read this book will be inspired to live the Catholic faith with deeper commitment and service for the common good.  
A timely book about God’s timeless grace.”

Most Reverend Gregory M. Aymond
Archbishop of New Orleans

Order Your Copy Today!
Name: ____________________________________

Address: _ _________________________________

City: ______________ State: ___ ZIP Code: ______

Make Checks Payable to Friends of Father Joseph Verbis Lafleur, L.L.C.
Mail to:  Friends of Father Lafleur
	 c/o Richard and Carrol Lafleur
	 187 St. Mary Avenue
	 Opelousas, LA  70570

For more information or to order online, visit www.FatherLafleur.org

Payment Enclosed:
	 q Check
	 q Money Order

Number of Books Requested:
	 ___  Hardcover ($27.00 ea)
	 ___  Paperback ($18.50 ea)

Shipping & Handling $5.50 ea

Total Enclosed:  $_________

Louisiana Residents please add 
9.75% sales tax

Wholesale orders welcome!
Call (337) 948-6130 
for more information


