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“His life as a priest was short,
but it was full. He crowded
into six years the experience
and the accomplishments of
a lifetime. He did not build
churches or schools. His
memorial is more intangible,
but more lasting - the
salvaged souls of the men
whom he led safely through
the Valley of the Shadow.

He did not grow old in the
service of the church, but he
served her better than most
of us can ever hope to do.”

-Father Gerard Frey
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“The story of Father J. Verbis Lafleur, priest and military chaplain, is poignantly told. He was an ordinary priest with
extraordinary courage who, as a prisoner of war, ministered to the spiritual, emotional and despairing feelings of
fellow prisoners under the most inhumane conditions. He died not only as a hero, but as a priest who served others
compassionately to the very end.”

Most Reverend Joseph A. Fiorenza
Archbishop Emeritus, Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

“In a time when so many, both within the Church and society, are searching for role models, the life and death of

Father Verbis Lafleur provides a splendid example of courageous faith and heroic civic virtues. No doubt all who

read this book will be inspired to live the Catholic faith with deeper commitment and service for the common good.
A timely book about God’s timeless grace.”

Most Reverend Gregory M. Aymond

Archbishop of New Orleans
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